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I N F O R M A T I O N  

• The Bureau of Reclamation started its audit the week 
of August 25, 2025.

• Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District 
(District) and the Bureau of Reclamation has started 
to reach out regarding questions for the audit.

• The RRA Process, which is tied to the District’s 
Repayment Contract, is set to end in 2032. The 
District is looking at alternatives to ensure the 
equitable distribution of Project Water to its 
constituents.



M A P S

• Check maps for 
accuracy of 
owned/leased land

• Make corrections if 
necessary

• Return maps to 
SECWCD, keep 
copy for your 
records

• Partnership with 
DWR



R E C L A M A T I O N  R E F O R M  
A C T  ( R R A )

Three terms applicable to land subject to acreage limitation 

provisions.

1. Irrigable Land 

2. Irrigation Land 

3. Non-Exempt Land 



I R R I G A B L E  L A N D

• Land under a specific project plan for which 

irrigation water is, can be, or is planned to be 

provided, and for which facilities necessary 

for sustained irrigation are provided or are 

planned to be provided.



I R R I G A T I O N  L A N D  

Any land receiving water from a Reclamation project facility or 

irrigation purpose in a given year, except for land that has been 

specifically exempted by statute or administrative action from the 

acreage limitation provisions of Federal reclamation law



N O N - E X E M P T  ( R E P O R T E D ) L A N D  

Either irrigation land or irrigable land 
subject to acreage limitation 

provisions. Areas used for field 
roads, farm ditches and drains, tail 

water ponds, temporary equipment 
storage, and other improvements 

subject to change at will are 
included in nonexempt (reported) 

acreage.

Areas occupied by and used for 
home sites, farmstead buildings, and 
corollary permanent structures (ex: 
feedlots, equipment storage yards, 

permanent roads, ponds and similar 
facilities); roads open for 

unrestricted use by the public are 
excluded from nonexempt acreage.”

**Permanent roads, ponds, or buildings do not need to be 
included in the reporting acres because they do not get Project 
water. 



L A N D H O L D I N G  

C H A N G E S ? ?



W H A T  I S  A  L A N D H O L D I N G  C H A N G E  

Direct landholders

Change in acres or specific parcels owned/leasedChange in

Change in lessor or lesseeChange in

Change in effective date or term of leaseChange in

Identify change (marital or death) Identify

Change in part owners or beneficiariesChange in

Change in percentage of acreage attributed to any part owner or beneficiaryChange in

Change in IRS classification of a legal entity from partnership to corporationChange in

Transfer of directly owned land from a landholder to a 100% family-owned entity (not include dba)Transfer



L A N D H O L D I N G  C H A N G E S

• All requests for redesignations of land (excess to non or non to 
excess) must be accompanied by a new base form and a new 7-
21XS. If Reclamation approval is required forms must be submitted 
to Reclamation and redesignation approved in writing before forms 
are filed with the district. 

Change in number of excess acres

• Only a 7-21FC form will need to be submitted.

Change in number of full cost acres



W H A T  H A P P E N S  I F  I  H A V E  A  
L A N D H O L D I N G  C H A N G E  

If landholders ownership or leasing arrangements change, and change 
occurs during an irrigation season, landholder must notify the district verbally 
or in writing, within 30 calendar days and submit new RRA forms within 60 
calendar days of the change.

Exception: If landholder has finished receiving Project water (Reclamation 
water).

If outside the irrigation season, must submit forms prior to the next 
irrigation season.



L A N D H O L D I N G  
C H A N G E S  
( I N D I R E C T )

Indirect landholders, are not generally required to 
submit any RRA forms in subsequent years unless:

There is a direct purchase or lease of land

Acquisition of land that is held indirectly through a 
legal entity

Change in amount or acreage attributed to the part 
owner

Change acreage limitation status or identity (marital 
status)



B O T H  I N D I R E C T  A N D  
D I R E C T  L A N D H O L D E R S  
C H A N G E  

• Death of spouse and land passes 

directly to surviving spouse, no 

landholding change has occurred. New 

base form must be submitted prior to 

next water year.



R E C L A M A T I O N  R E F O R M  
A C T  A U D I T  U P D A T E

• Audit expected to be completed by the second week of 

November 2025.

• Fines may be assessed to ditch and canal companies.

• All fines must be paid in full upon notification.

• Any unpaid fines will result in ineligibility for Project Water in 2026.

• Timely resolution is required to maintain allocation eligibility.

• Staff will provide updates once audit findings are finalized.



F O R M S  C A N  B E  F O U N D  
O N  T H E  B U R E A U  O F  
R E C L A M A T I O N  
W E B S I T E   

H T T P S : / / W W W . U S B R . G O V / R R A / R R A _ L A N

D H O L D E R _ F O R M S . H T M L

https://www.usbr.gov/rra/RRA_landholder_forms.html
https://www.usbr.gov/rra/RRA_landholder_forms.html


Q U E S T I O N S ?
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