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The Southeastern Colorado Water Activity Enter-

prise will host a meeting for AVC participants and 

stakeholders on Thursday, October 24, 2024, at 5:30 

p.m. at the CSU Extension Office, 27901 County 

Road 21, Rocky Ford. There is also an option to at-

tend the meeting virtually. 

The purpose of the meeting is to provide follow-up 

information from the June 27, 2024 AVC participant 

meeting, to update participants on the progress of de-

sign and construction of the AVC and to discuss 

funding opportunities for AVC participants to make 

improvements within their own systems. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

This monthly newsletter summarizes activities related to the Arkansas Valley Conduit 
and is made available to the Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District 

Board of Directors and Arkansas Valley Conduit stakeholders. To request a subscrip-
tion to the Report, please contact info@secwcd.com or view it at https://www.secwcd.org/ 
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AVC repayment federal  

legislation moving ahead 
As explained in September, legislation to reduce in-

terest and extend the repayment period for the AVC was 

introduced September 10, 2024 by U.S. Senators Mi-

chael Bennet and John Hickenlooper. 

Representative Lauren Boebert is the sponsor of the 

legislation in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Commit-

tee held a hearing on the proposed bill on September 11. 

Mark-up on the bill is scheduled for November 19, 

which is the next step toward passage. Final action 

wonôt occur until an appropriations bill is passed.  

The Southeastern Colorado Water Activity Enter-

prise Board of Directors requested the action at its Au-

gust meeting in light of the updated cost estimate for the 

AVC released in June by Reclamation. The intent of the 

Board is to reduce costs to participants as much as pos-

sible. 

AVC Participants to meet Oct. 24 in Rocky Ford 
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Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83870063563     Meeting ID: 838 7006 3563 
One tap mobile:   +17193594580,,83870063563# 

Dial by your location:   +1 719 359 4580  Meeting ID: 838 7006 3563 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kfvg6pADT 

 
Meeting Room will open 15 minutes prior to scheduled time 

mailto:info@secwcd.com
https://www.secwcd.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83870063563
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kfvg6pADT
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Funding Toolbox to be shared with AVC participants 

The AVC Committee heard plans for a Funding 

Toolbox that will help AVC participants obtain funding 

for improvements needed in their water systems. 

The unveiling of the Funding Toolbox will be at the 

October 24 AVC participants meeting in Rocky Ford (See 

details on Page 1). 

In 2022, the Enterprise completed a series of prelimi-

nary Engineering Reports for each of the 39 participants in 

the AVC.  

Those reports identified improvements within each of 

the water systems that would be needed in order to con-

nect with the AVC trunk line, and to reduce losses and 

improve efficiencies within those water systems.  

In 2023, the Enterprise shared those reports with partic-

ipants. In some cases, the reports were useful in helping to 

respond to compliance orders from the Colorado Depart-

ment of Public Health and Environment, while others may 

have viewed the reports as guidelines toward making sys-

tem improvements that are needed with or without AVC. 

This month, the Enterprise will begin to assist commu-

nities with the all-important question of how to fund im-

provements.  

The Funding Toolbox looks at strategy, timing and fi-

nancial resources availability.  

Some private water companies are already moving to 

form authorities in order to access better funding opportu-

nities. The Enterprise also has information on new funding 

opportunities for water systems where emerging contami-

nates such as PFAS are detected. 

The Enterprise also is completing individual meetings 

with participants on water resources and operation & 

maintenance estimates.  

The AVC Committee in September heard an update on 

the state funding plan which seeks to leverage $30 million 

in Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) grants to 

offset the principal on State Revolving Fund (SRF) loans. 

The SRF loans have principal forgiveness of 50 percent, 

which will allow a total of $60 million in construction on 

spur and delivery lines. 

The Enterprise is working on an agreement among the 

CWCB, Colorado Water Resources and Power Develop-

ment Authority and Otero County as fiscal agent for the 

Enterprise to set the plan in motion. 

The Committee also approved two contracts related to 

spur and delivery line funding. 

The first was a $40,854 contract with Swiftwater Solu-

tions LLC to prepare documents related to SRF loans for 

construction of delivery lines for the Crowley County and 

Fowler reach of AVC. The funding packages are being 

sought to assure service is ready as the AVC trunk line 

reaches those communities. 

The Committee also voted to ratify a contract with the 

city of Lamar, which has dedicated $90,000 in American 

Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds toward designing a vault 

to serve Lamar at the end of the AVC line. Other cities 

and counties have contributed more than $3 million in 

ARPA funds under the 2021 federal law. 

The Enterprise Board will consider approval of both 

items at its October meeting. 

The Committee will meet at 10 a.m. on Thursday, Oc-

tober 24, 2024 at the District headquarters, 31717 United 

Avenue in Pueblo. The meeting also can be accessed vir-

tually. Check the calendar on the District website : 

https://www.secwcd.com 

AVC Committee gets Enterprise funding plan update 

https://www.secwcd.org
https://www.secwcd.org
https://www.secwcd.org
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citizens and the work of the Southeastern Water Activity 

Enterprise are bringing the AVC to reality. He added that 

economic development, which is the focus of SEBREA, 

has always been a primary purpose of AVC, ranking up 

there with water quality. 

Mr. Woodka also presented a progress report to the Mu-

nicipal-Ag Committee of the Arkansas Basin Roundtable at 

the offices of the Arkansas Groundwater and Reservoir 

Association (AGRA) in Fowler on the same day. 

The Committee is working with former Division II Engi-

neer Bill Tyner to develop a study of the morphology of the 

Arkansas River and how this could affect sedimentation 

and return flows. An organizational meeting for the study 

will be at Otero College from 3-7 p.m. on November 8, 

2024.  

AGRA provides groundwater augmentation services for 

Fowler, Manzanola, La Junta, Las Animas, Swink and Sug-

ar City, which are all part of the AVC. 

Outreach: Valley groups get update on AVC 
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Two Arkansas Valley groups 

had the opportunity to hear 

about the Arkansas Valley 

Conduit (AVC) on Wednesday, 

September 18, 2024. 

The Southeast Business Re-

tention Expansion Attraction 

(SEBREA) group met at Otero 

College in La Junta to hear an 

update by SECWCD Senior 

Policy and Issues Manager 

Chris Woodka about the histo-

ry and the current progress of 

the AVC.  

SEBREA is made up of 

County Commissioners from 

five of the six counties in AVC 

(Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Otero 

and Prowers) as well as Baca 

County, Otero College and La-

mar Community College. 

Mr. Woodka explained that 

since the AVC Project was au-

thorized by the Fryingpan-

Arkansas Project in 1962, the 

people associated with the ef-

fort are mostly new to the pro-

cess. For many years no one 

thought it would be built, but 

changes in federal legislation, 

the efforts of Arkansas Valley 
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Want to learn 

more about the 

AVC? 

LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ 

ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ !±/Σ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

/ƘǊƛǎ ²ƻƻŘƪŀΣ тмф-нуф-лтурΦ  
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In the trenches 
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